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USER-
CENTRIC
PROJECTS
WITH A
TWIST

With a gold medal from
CEPT Ahmedabad and
over 100 successful
projects under her belt
SUDIKSHA PAREKH'S
journey has been an
impressive one. Fromrh her

expernence as the Founder D\ 5 NS

- o
and ::"'h"’!CII:"G' Architect of -‘ - \\() ll] ;_] l‘.
Imprnnts Architects to her t()(h[ l_l l‘(_‘

exploration of steel, Parekh




Q VYour

academic  journey s
impressive, having graduated
with a gold medal from CEPT
Ahmedabad. How did your
educational experiences shape
your architectural perspective and
approach?

When | was studying and working
an campus projacts at the time, |
realised that the only thing that
mattered was who used the space,
i.e. designed and bullt. If there's one
lesscn | got from that space. sirmilan
o Ered contemtuBliting, the pulie ol
for each place. cach plot would still
be defined. It's due to the physical
Hanomlind which is now a habit
The litile bit of nformation. .‘_-,:11-1?
or neightzourhood. How different
perceptions of the space, bring what
they need from it Understanding
this need is what allows me to
shape the place,

With 100+ key projects delivered,
what key lessons have you leamed
about navigating the complexities
of construction in general, and
involving steel construction in
particular?

Initially, we did Launched designs,
we Bl50 wanied 10 break new
approaches construction due to
establishing concerns, Gradually, |
also realised that this journey of the
construchon should be in a circle as
the design. S0, involving curselves
with the design on paper will
nat help us deliver our best. Now, we
are from the ground level involved
in fréating the projects take shape.
Prrojects does tumkey projects with
the user momind

It was a very quick understanding
that timeless is a criretion for our
clients. In case of a long process,
they look interested in it, becomes
the main foctds. | alawys ook at
iron ourselves to find a material
that makes this process smooth.
We' re oo this path. To make this
matenal, locally avallable stone,
bncks, basalt, and mume. But since
the school out becaase of it's eficancn
terms of the material project, for
degign and client require. For the

past 5 years, steal has been our go

to material tor almost every project

Spotlight a project that holds

special significance in your career,
Whether due to design innovation,
or the impact it had on your
architectural journey.

Clur projacts in general, we changed

the urban design, each project set

of challenges. A fow of our projects

have been on the beach and we bid

and that to have a sense of the beach

The design project in Mumbal

we had to account for steep slopes

Ritnaniy the macural from the o6

constraints regarding the materials

instead of

constructing  the foundation in

concrete, we decided lo go for

stegl in the project. Along with the

materials, the membrane required

ware very adaptable. By choosing

Stegl, we were able tg cut down

on the [abour, friendly, increasing

the safaty on site

is open, difficull, So;

This project n Khandala is one we
are most excited about as a team
We went with the concept of an
infinite house which is complately
integrated with nature. When ane
entars the site, the lawns; the
houses. The terrace siarts at the
road level and the entire house i3
below, merged with the slope of the
miountain, which is why we decided
to use-steel, as the mamn structural
element. Constructing this concept
in' RCC woauld' have delayed for
the land and raising the foundation
o o Peght. Inourn, resulting mn
different levels of construction
as miland rses. Also, for such
aproject, stesl was the perfact
material Lo work with

Your personality is described as
patient and detail-oriented. Could
you elaborate on how this patient
approach leads to the efficient
execution of a project?

When you want o do something,
there Is no shortcut. The aim s to try
and seawhat is necessary. So, | think
| put focson on the detall, | may not
be a person whao is quick to moke
declsions, but | try & understand
the dasign and tha detall. The process
15 very important. The project may
ave new queshons, they may also
have new problems, therefore, it
may take more time. As a result
of meticulous execution

nal projact, e cleent ricen
convenii®E o preject, wah nne, trey
may hew nere_ So mMewn ceee |
hiay hew ngganep. they nug also
Raye naw gquisstions; thay ma [ns
mave new prodiems, thergione s anda
may take more ime. As a reault
of meticulous execulion, bul & oo
tol wim b gronatioes. nelover 2 oel
e ifgie, 0r0d rogmd, neam ftiine

to be trained acoordingly

Q) What gaps do you see in the Indian
construction industry vis a vis your
experience abroad?

A The availability of steel s tricky
because while we are able 10 sasily
procure the materlal needed for
larger progects, | fncd that its difficult
to do so with smaller ones, We use
steel for almost eveny project, so
it we are not able 1o acquire the
required amount af material, we
end up paying more. We also see
o diference in the gquality of the
labour. Steel 15 a matenal that needs
to be hendled delicataly for good
fimishing, here, the labourar have
to be trained accordingly

) Looking forward, what are your
aspirations for your architectural
pursuits, and how do you 58 your
design philosophy intersecting
with the evolving trends in the
construction industry?

A Along with design, | want o explone
the construction aspect mare since
it has besn g personal challenge
Whiatewver | want to craate, it would
onfy be passible i | have the one
o aevecule i S0, undee "-u'n-ll"}-f'l'l"l'}
shall act as coanstruction masiern
is our goal. As a companty, we
ane maving bo steel. o constructon
af fully cold steel. We hove taken the

concept of 3 simplifed style mn steel

This st

all e soney struct
buttding will be housed within it. We
also want 1o expand, Cur usage of
stoal with permanent feature in our
bulldings, and make beautiful, freed

flowing structures




